Dear Sik,?I had the pleasure to receive yours of the 30th ulto., and reply to your questions (so far as my memory serves me) most willingly. In the first place, it is quite evident that the mechanism of the internal ear is quite uninjured, but it is putting the matter rather too strongly to say that the hearing was not at all impaired. It would have been more correct to say that the hearing was duller but not destroyed, and that from the rima1 which admits the undulations of the air having its opening rather backward, I hear a voice from behind better than when face to face. I have at all times, also, a singing on the left side, which ceases to disturb now, after about fifty years' custom, but which no doubt has the effect of confusing my hearing in a slight degree. The lap of the ear appears to have hung by a thread, and was tucked up and put into contact with the raiv surface of the antitragus, and the Query, fissure-like aperture in tlie cicatrix of tlie wound 1 adhesion was complete. The only bone that was any wise injured was the cheek-bone, immediately in front of the tragus, and from it there was some slight exfoliation.
Perhaps I should have said that in the stupefaction of the moment I thought the half of my face was smashed instead of half my jaw.
Professors Thomson and my friend Ballingall always touched on my case as the best evidence they could adduce of there being no truth in the popular notion that the wind of a cannon ball might be fatal without any actual contact of the ball. Many of my brother officers declared that they saw my brains distinctly on my jacket, 
